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Just like in his 2004 offering "Pennsylvania Waterfalls," here Scott E. Brown has created a great

resource for both hikers and outdoor photographers. However, in that earlier book Brown mainly

focused on natural attractions that are easily reached by car or via short leisurely rambles. In

contrast, here he has created special hiking routes to natural overlooks that are often quite difficult

to reach without serious hiking. That's because Pennsylvania's surprisingly rugged topography

creates many great vistas but most of them require real foot power to reach. So in his quest for the

most photogenic mountain vistas, Brown has created a guide that includes in-depth hiking

information as well as technical specifications for the professional or aspiring photographer. This

results in an exceptional guide that will inspire hikers to visit many previously unappreciated vistas

with or without their cameras, while shutterbugs will appreciate the rewards of hiking and a love for

nature while en route to incredible shots.There are also a few surprises in Brown's

recommendations to photographers, and by extension, hikers. For each vista, Brown includes the

best times of day for the ultimate shot, which is often sunrise or sunset. Thus, there is some

incredibly useful advice for hiking at night. There is also some good advice on winter hiking and the

consequent care for photographic equipment, because winter nature photography has its own

unique rewards. In general, Brown offers very specific technical advice for getting the best shots in

each selected location, surely with the goal of training photographers to challenge his own works.

And those shots by Brown are the best aspect of this book, with great examples throughout.
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